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DATE: INVESTIGATING OFFICER

10/31/17 PC 207 - Kidnapping A Leyva /1762
Details:

On Tuesday, October 31, 2017, I was working as a uniformed Riverside Police Officer and was riding a
marked police motorcycle. At approximately 11:38 a.m. I arrived at Lincoln Station and heard over the
radio a need for additional personnel at Castle View Elementary. At that point the entire police station
was bustling with personnel responding to a critical incident. I heard Officer D. Cisneros request that any
ENT (Emergency Negotiations Team) member on-duty meet him in the main office of the school. Since
one of my collateral duties is being an ENT member I responded.

I arrived in the area of Century Ave. and Promontory Ln. and saw a large crowd of children being
escorted by adult towards Castleview Park. I made my through the crowds and went to the main office.
Upon entering the office I was directed to a small room where I met with Sgt. T. Banks (ENT
Supervisor). He was in the company of ENT members: Officer D. Cisneros, Officer F. Medina and
Detective P. Fernandez.

Sgt. T. Banks assigned me as an INTEL officer and directed me to interview Mrs. Tonya Kennon, the
mother of the barricaded suspect, later identified as Luvelle Kennon. O/Tonya was in the principal’s
office and was in the company of school administrators. After speaking with Sgt. T. Banks I went into the
principal’s office and met with O/Tonya. She was sitting down and her cellular phone and purse were
directly in front of her on a table. I identified myself to O/Tonya and asked her if we could have a
conversation regatding her son, Luvelle. O/Tonya said that was fine. I sat beside O/Tonya and could see
that she was crying. She grabbed some tissue from a tissue box and wiped her tears. The following is a
summary of her statement. My conversation with her was not recorded. (The purpose of my conversation
with O/Tonya is to obtain any information that may assist in influencing S/Luvelle from voluntarily
complying with negotiators. The information is shared with ENT members and a decision to use the
information is made).

O/Tonya identified her son as Luvelle Kennon. His date of birth is 12/30/89. O/Tonya lives at I
I L iving with O/Tonya are her son, S/Luvelle, S/Luvelle’s girlfriend (Ariana Kelly) and their
7 year-old daughter | EIllll O/Tonya said her granddaughter, Il is in the 1st grade and is
currently enrolled at Castle View. I asked O/Tonya if she knew the whereabouts of her granddaughter and
she said, “No.” (During my contact with O/Tonya police personnel located [llland she was reunited with
her O/Tonya). :

O/Tonya said S/Luvelle is currently unemployed. His last job was working at a warehouse for the retailer
Nordstrom’s. She said S/Luvelle was a Poly H.S. graduate and has spent the last few years at home
raising his daughter. O/Tonya said her son spends most of his time drawing and playing and or writing
music. I asked O/Tonya if her son has ever been diagnosed with a learning disability or emotional
disorder and she said, “No.” However she felt that her son had trouble coping with the loss of his father.

" O/Tonya said her husband died I | 2013 The years leading up to his death his

health deteriorated and watching her husband wither away got more difficulty for her and S/Luvelle.
O/Tonya said she never sought counseling and believed that her son never properly grieved the death of
his father. I asked her if S/Luvelle uses street drugs to include marijuana. S/Luvelle said she believes her
son is smoking marijuana and is not sure if he uses any other drugs. I asked her if her son takes any
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prescribed medication and she said, “No.” She said S/Luvelle, although not a religious person takes on 7th
Day Adventist principles. She said S/Luvelle does not believe in taking any type of medication that would
affect his body.

O/Tonya said S/Luvelle is not physically abusive but there are times that he gets into “these moods.” She
characterized the moods as temperamental, abrasive and paranoid. O/Tonya said there ate times that
S/Luvelle isolates himself from the family and has heard S/Luvelle talking to himself. She made the
distinction that when S/Luvelle talks to himself it’s not a pep talk. It is more of an angry tone and at times
argumentative. O/Tonya said she’s talked with her son about seeking professional help. O/Tonya has
heard her son admit that he needs help for the moods but he is not ready. (O/Tonya began crying and said
she believes her son is bipolar or is suffering from PTSD). I asked O/Tonya if S/Luvelle has been
physically violent with her or any other family member and she said, “No.” I asked O/Tonya if S/Luvelle
is married to Ariana and she said, “No.” She characterized their relationship as having “their ups and
downs.” I asked her if the relationship was currently in the downs and she said, “No.” I asked O/Tonya if
S/Luvelle is abusive towardJjjend she said, “Never, he loves her.” I asked her if S/Luvelle was a
former service member and she said, “No.”

O/Tonya said S/Luvelle woke-up in one of “those moods.” She felt that something was off. She

characterized his mood as paranoid and angry. O/Tonya said her S/Luvelle was stubborn and would not
listen to what she had to say. She said S/Luvelle was adamant about going to school and taking [Jjjjjout
of school. O/Tonya said S/Luvelle stormed out of the house and started walking to -school.
O/Tonya knew that something was wrong because she had never seen her son act in that manner. She
drove to the school and told school officials about her son. She said at one point they told her that
S/Luvelle took a teacher and locked himself in a room. I asked O/Tonya if she knew why S/Luvelle was
in a “mood” and she said, “I don’t know, it just happens.” She said the last time it happened was a year
ago or so. She called 9-1-1 because she could not handle her son. Police responded to her house and
S/Luvelle talked to police. She saw some improvement in her son’s behavior but just like in the past, it
was only for a small time.

After my conversation with O/Tonya I met with Sgt. T. Banks. After providing a synopsis of my
conversation I was directed to assist Det. J. Sturdavant in prepping the ENT throw phone and related
equipment for deployment. Once the throw phone was prepped I was directed to remain inside the ENT
operations center (RV) in the event that S/Luvelle opted to use the throw phone to communicate with
police. The throw phone was eventually recovered and it was secured in the ENT operations center. NFI.




